ne OBSERVATIONS upon the pre- 
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ting Intereſt has given ſome 


catching; and ſhould it ſpread 


Miniſters, Jam far from being uneaſy or en- 
vying them the Pleaſure of Scratching. Had 


Obſervations upon the Preſent State of the Diſſen- 


| Zing Intereſt, & c. confin'd himſelf to his Nn 


Party, and not laid his hands too rudel 
others, who had no ſuch Humour to be allay'd, 


BY HE late Decay! of the difſen- 


Perſons a ſtrange Itch of Wri- 6 
ting, which poſſibly may be 


& thro' the whole Body of their 


the Author of a late Pamphlet entitled, Some 


he and all that ſhou'd haye follow'd his Steps, 
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> agrecable Senſation of rubbing themſelves 


2 © bers 
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might have remain d undiſturb'd, and enjoy'd © 


till they ſmarted again, without any Interrup- 
tion from me. His Calculation of the Num- 
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what Age b may be nicely tel, e au 1 
| | know; | 1 


have left the Diſſenters, is 


Character, becauſe afterwards ches ak * K 
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bly As has kept à Reg: er af che 5 
ſince he N the diſſenting 1 tereſt = 
of ſo very great Imf portatice®. At brain h 


as he ͥefttes it fed be-ſog: the-loſs of 


D—_ e — 


Miniſters in ſixteen Vears time, ſhall be readily 


allowed him to be no ſuch mighty matter. 
Whether the Decay of the diſſenting Intereſt 
be local or general; whether the Reaſons he 
aſſigns for its being local only, are ſufficient 
or inſufficient; whether his Friends are juſtly 
blameable or not, in thoſe things he lays to 


_ their Charge; and the Advice he beſtows on 


them is proper dr improper it ug ways con- 
Terns mez nor that I. give iy ſelf e or the Rea- 


der the leaſt Trouble about it. "The general 
Character, he is pleas'd to Ee thole who 


ſons of very conſiderable Merit, 1 1 af 
natural and acquireu Endowments; and 5 
bity. of their: ves. I call this. Witic | 


of them into Younger and Elder but its pofff 

I may be miſtaken, and he may mean chisonly ; 
of a few; for he puts it faintly enough ſome of | 
theſe Gentlemen; ſo that whether he ſpeaks it 
of the greater part, or of two or three only;/is 
; wholly uncertain, The particular 'Deſcriprion 
;which follows, of thoſe who conform'd when 
e and of. thoſe who have conform'd in 
_ the middle of Life, betrays no little Prejudice 


and Partiality. However, had this beem all, hd 


been entirely: Gent. Fb are erg Bee 
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ſions dropp'd here and there in this Pamphlet, 
which if they amount not to direct Charges of 
Infincerity and Diſhoneſty, approach as near 
it as may be; and 1 am ſure are very ſtrong In- 

timations of a criminal Conduct, in their ha- 

ving comply'd with the Eſtabliſhment*. © Ir 
c can hardly be that they can Conform from 

ce a Senſe that is their Duty ſo to do; only they 
* can make a ſhift to make it eaſy to them- 

ce ſelves. f © I fear, whether in ſome caſes, In- 

© tereſt is not the firſt Mover in this Change.*® 
Some of our, young Miniſters have not Pati- 

& ence to ſtay till Providence gives them an 

«© Opportunity, of fixing among us; and are 
© unwilling to take up with any but the moſt 
© conſiderable of our Pulpits.*- Diſguſt at the 

“ Conduct of a Neighbour, a Friend, a Mini- 
“ ſter, has thrown ſome into the Boſom of the 
„ Church; by which they think they take a 4 

© Revenge upon the whole Party; and indeed 1 

c“ in moſt Caſes, when men do conform, they - +" 

cc do it in a Pet. Some have Conform'd meer- 

ly becauſe they did not know what they 

«did. * Intereſt, Reſentment, Pique, Raſh- 

“ neſs, Sc. may lead a Man to do many 

things, which his profeſſed and cool Senti- 

« ments will not ſo well ſquare with. This 

can lay a Man under no manner of Obliga- 

tion to Conform, He may live uſefully, and 

_ © obtain a Subſiſtence, in many civil Nations, 

„with much more Honour both to his Inte- 


: «* prity and to Truth. And it will certainly 
Sue him much better Reflections to do ſo, 
. e p. 12. prope fin. P. 14. prope init. 
i r. 6. prope nn. F. 37. 
| | FF 8. P. 9. 
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r 
Fa Y an to wg; himſelf, and Win a Point, 


© in order to comply with what ke does not 


Love; and ſays u he has no deſign to caſt any 
„ invidious Refſections upon any.” Are the 
Paſſages I have quoted to be reconcil'd with 
ſuch Profeſſions? Are not theſe Reflections in- 
vidious? Can they be confiſtent with Chriſtian 
Love? Is not this entring the Heart, and 
taking upon him a Province infinitely aboy 
him? Has he forgot, who hath ſaid, oy. 
not, that ye be not judged; for with what, Se. 
Has he need to be told, that others have the 
ſame Right to Conform, that he has to Diſſent; 
and that the Pl have juſtthe ſame Reaſon to con- 
demn him for Diſſenting, as he has to cenſure. 
them for Dur N 


May they not with equal Juſtice a5 of Mis.” 
that by continues a Diſſenter meerly from the 
Force of Education, or Intereſt, or becauſe he 


the Cenſure he paſſes upon them, ariſes wholly | 
from his own Prejudices; and that he judges of 
the Stare of their Minds, and Ir way of 


|} Which he ſeems ſtill to retain, it might with 
= truth be faidg „ It can hardly be that they 
| 1 can conform from a Senſe that it is wa 


« thoroughly approve of. This Author ſeems | 
< to profeſs, that he will ® keep within the 
» Ba of TORS. Modeſty and Chriſtian 


knows not what he does? Can by not ſee that 


Thinking, meerly from his own? True, in- 
deed, had they now all the ſame Prejudices 


againſt the Church of England which they 
may be ſuppos'd formerly to have had, and 


Cn 

« Duty fo to do.” But have they not decla- 
red that they have laid aſide their Prejudices, 
that they ſee Things in another Light, and 
that it is with entire Satisfaction to their own 
Minds, that they have conform'd? How then 
can this be aſſerted of them with any Shadow 
of Truth, or the leaſt Appearance of Charity ? 
He often repreſents the Diſſenters as the great- 
eſt Friends of Liberty ; bur if, like him, they 
paſs ſuch unwarrantable Cenſures on thoſe who 
differ from them, may it not be moſt juſtly 
ſaid, They mult excuſe us, if we think they 
* forget their own Principles when they are 
ce thus cenſorious z and that we look upon 
ce them as the weakeſt Friends that Liberty 
& has, and the leaſt to be depended on?” 
There are other Things in this Writer no leſs 
contradictory the one to the other, than are 
theſe ill-natured and uncharitable Reflections 
to his own avowed Deſign and ſeeming Pro- 
feſſion. Having ſpent a whole Page and more, 
to convince thoſe among the diſſenting Mini- 
ſters who may have an Inclination to conform, 
that there's little Proſpect of worldly Gain to 
induce them to it; a few Pages after © he aſ- 
ſerts great Emoluments are to be expected by 
them in the Eſtablihmen nr. 
In one Page © the Temptation to Confor- 
mity (i. e. all the Motives to Conformity of 


n edt? £4, © . 
1 And yet, though this Number is ſo ſmall, I muſt 
= AFfrankly acknowledge I cannot help admiring that it has 
been ſo great? for, in my Mind, after having view'd the _ 
1 Caſe all round, the Temptation to Conformity is very 
weak, and a Man muſt have a pretty ſtrong Biaſs that 
way, before he can find out any ſufficient Reaſon to juſtify 


it to himſelf, p. 10. 
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oe 1 
every kind, for that is What he endeayours af- 
terwards to prove) is very weak. In another* 
one ſingle Motive has the Epithet of great 
join' d to it. In the former, when he has view'd 


the Caſe all round, all the Motiyes that can be 


thought on, are but a very weak Temptation. 
In the latter, when he has mentioned bur three 
of theſe Motives (or, more properly, one Mo- 
tive with two ſubordipate Conſiderations to 
heighten it) they appear to him a formidable 
Temptation. In the former, when he has 
view'd the various Motives all round, the Tem- 
ptation is ſo very weak, that he can't help ad- 
miring that the Number of thoſe who have 
conformed has been ſo great; in the latter, the 
united Force of three only appears ſo confider- 
able, that he is under a Surprize the Number 
is fo ſmall, How gravely does this Author 
wonder that the ſame thing is and is not!. 


Perhaps this is his Method of communicating 
do the World that he has learnt the Philoſophy 


to wonder at nothing. 


3 Having thus proved his Inconſiſtencies, I 
ſhall next ſhew, That the Inconſiſtency where- 


with he charges ſeveral of thoſe who have 


lately conform'd, is not in their Conduct, but 


in his Imagination only, ariſing altogether from 
the Prepoſſeſſions of his own Mind. “ It has 


© And indeed, conſidering the great Emoluments to be | 


expected in the Eſtabliſhment, the ſmall Proviſion in moſt 


Places for diſſenting Miniſters, and the Moderation pro- 


__. feſsd among us with reſpect to the Points in Difference, 


It is nothing extraordinary (i. e. it is not to be admir'd) 

that in ſuch Numbers as are educated amongſt us, ſome - 
Thou'd go over to the Church; it is rather ſurprizing there 

are no more, p. 18. prope fin. TE TTT 
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44 been a pretty common Caſe, he ſays, to find 
cc ſore of thoſe who have talked loudeſt on 
te the fide of Liberty, and againſt Impoſitions 
4 of every ſort, going off from us to the Eſta- 
es bliſhment., This 1 am apt to think will ap- 
te pear odd and inconſiſtent enough to moſt 
« conſidering People —— It will be an hard 
cc matter to underſtand how Men that ſee and 
& are convinced of the Unreaſonableneſs and 
* deſtructive Tendency of Impoſitions, can 
te conſiſtently, with their Eyes in their Head, 
* deliberately ſubmit to them.” Which Sub- 
miſſion, he inſinuates, is a contributing to the 
Support of a Power uſurped over Conſcience. 
The whole of this reſts upon the Suppoſition 
that they ſtill retain the ſame Prejudices againſt 
the Church of England which they formerly 
had, and which he himſelf is ſo full of. Were 
they convinced that thoſe Things which he 
calls Impoſitions, are deſtructive of true Reli- 
gion, or that by ſubmitting to them, they con- 
tribute towards the criminal Support of a 
Power uſurped over Conſcience, he may be 
very ſure they wou'd never have comply'd. 
Whilſt they were perſuaded that the Terms 
of miniſterial Conformity were unlawful, no 
wonder they ſpake againſt the Impoſition of 
ſuch Terms; bur when upon a cloſer and more 
candid Examination of that Marter, they faw 
Reaſon to alter their Sentiments, and were ful- 
2 ly perſuaded that the Terms inſiſted on were = 
4 - lawful; they thought it their Duty to ſubmit; : 
5 and this have they done without deſerting 1 
the Intereſts of Liberty in the leaſt. They 
remain as great Friends to Liberty as ever. 
They always did, and I doubt not ever will 
FD, | B 2 contend 


Re... * 
EL. 
_ 


WP 


bis Book. „Our diſſenting is a publick, ſo- 


ſcience. They think Religion ought to be 
every Man's own free Choice; that what is 
not ſo, cannot be properly called Religion; 


muſt needs be ſo in an Affair of ſuch infinite 
Concernment. At the ſame time they hum- 


Exerciſe of that Liberty which they are ſo 
ſtrenuouſly pleading for, as the natural Right 
of all. God forbid that any Man ſhou'd be 
compell'd to the Uſe of ſuch religious Cere- 
monies which his own Judgment tells him are 
unlawful. He that thinks he cannot comply 
without Sin, let him difſent. On the 0 
hand, he that eſteems them no ways ſinful, 
and thinks it his Duty to comply, why ſhou'd 
he be hinder'd? If this Writer be for cenſur- 
ing ſuch becauſe of their Compliance, are not 
the Cenſures he paſſes on them due to himſelf? 
And how loudly ſoever he extols that which 
ſeems to him the Cauſe of Liberty, * There 
% will be too much room to ſay, that there is 
&« a great Difference between talking for Li- 
e berty, and being heartily and thoroughly in 
5 its Intereſts.” | | 


And now I am upon the Subject of Liberty, 
1 think this a proper Place to make a Remark 
or two upon what he ſays in another Part of 


« Jemn Proteſt againſt all human Power and 
Authority inthe Concernments of Religion; 
a ſolemn Diſclaim of human Mixtures 


. prope in. . P. 21, 22. 
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contend againſt all Force in Matters of Cen- 


that if Liberty is in any Caſe valuable, it 1 


bly hope, not to be themſelves debarr'd the 
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4 and human Authority in the Things of Re- 
< fligion.— Our Cauſe is one with the Cauſe 
4 of Liberty civil and eccleſiaſtial. Our Fore- 
“ fathers have all along made noble Stands, 
&« eſpecially againſt all Incroachments upon re- 
3 &« ligious Liberty, and the Progreſs of ſpiritual 
'Þ „ Tyranny.” A few Sentences after, he ac- 
Y knowledges that ſome of their Forefathers 
zT were too apt to favour Encroachments up- 
xz on Conſcience. And indeed, if I am not 
1 greatly miſtaken, whenever and wherever they 
had the Power, ſhew'd themſelves errant Ty- 
9 rants. They made noble Stands againſt ſpiri- 
3 tual Tyranny when themſelves fuffer'd by 1t 3 
# and exercis'd it as nobly when they had an 
Opportunity to make others ſuffer. It's true, 
1 many of the preſent Generation of Diſſenters, 
bplüwKame the Proceedings of their Forefathers, 
1 ſeem to have different Notions of Liberty from 
what they entertain d; and I am perſuaded, 
ſhou'd it ever be in their Power, wou'd not 
follow their Steps. What then? Does it fol- 
low from hence, that their Cauſe is peculiarly 
the Cauſe of Liberty? By no means. Their 
Forefathers pleaded for Liberty, but meant ir 
only for themſelves: They neither intended 
1 nor deſir'd it for thoſe who differ'd from 
| them in what they eſteemed great and eſſen- 
* tral Points. And this is all that, with any 
Shadow of Reaſon, can be ſuppos'd to be im- — 

ply'd by diſſenting. i 
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A Man by ſeparating from the eſtabliſnedd 
Church, ſufficiently expreſſes his Deſire of en- 1 
joying his own Opinion and Way; but this is 
no Declaration that he deſires the ſame . 


. "| PI allies 
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for others who may differ from him. There 


are Multitudes among the Diſſenters, who are 
ſtill in the ſame narrow Sentiments with their 
Forefathers, poſſibly near one half of their 


whole Body. Many indeed have more Catho- 
lick Principles, and have pleaded well for uni- 


verſal Liberty of Conſcience; but is this pecu- 


liar to them? Many in the Eſtabliſnment 
have profeſs'd themſelves in the ſame Senti- 
ments, and have wrote full as ſatisfactorily on 
the ſame Subject. Or is this neceſſarily im- 
ply'd in their diſſenting from the Church 
iſſenters muſt be in 
this generous way of Thinking; whereas it's 


{tabliſh'd ? If fo, all 


certain, great Numbers of them are not. I 
cannot, for the Heart of me, apprehend how 
the diſſenting Cauſe is one with the Cauſe of 


Liberty; except there be a neceſſary Connexi- 


on between diſſenting, and being in the Inte- 


reſts of 7 That there is no ſuch Conne- 
xion, is abundantly demonſtrated by what he 
himſelf confeſſes of his Forefathers, and by nu- 


merous Inſtances among the preſent Diſſenters. 
« ur diſſenting (he ſays) is a ſolemn diſclaim of 
&« human Mixtures, and human Authority, in 
ce the things of Religion.“ It is, if he pleaſes, a 
diſclaim of thoſe which they eſteem human 
Mixtures in the Church of England, and of the 


Authority which enjoins them; but of no o- 
ther. He well knows that the three Denomi- 


nations accuſe each other of ſuch Mixtures. 


not 


ter Quarter. And for my own part, I know 
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_- The Anabaptiſt tells both the Independent ana 
Presbyterian, that they have human Mixtures; 
they join in retorting the ſame upon the Ana- 

baptiſt; nor do they give each other much bet- 


„ 
not well how it is poſſible for any Society of 
Chriſtians, in this imperfect State of things, to 
ſubſiſt without ſome human Mixtures, either in 
Doctrine, Diſcipline or Worſhip; and that 
Man who by his Diſſent, will diſclaim all ſuch, 
muſt ſtand alone and join himſelf to none. 
« Difſenting (he ſays) is a publick, ſolemn Pro- 
6 teſt, againſt all human Power and Authority in 
& the Concernments of Religion.“ That it is ſo 
againſt the Authority which has enjoin'd the 
Rites of the Church of Exgland, I acknow- 
| ledge; bur againſt all human Power and Au- 
thority in matters of Religion it is not. For 
whilſt they retain human Mixtures amon 
themſelves, they ſubmit to that Authority 
whatever it be, which has appointed them; 
and I cannot ſee, but that the conforming to 
the Eſtabliſhment, is as much. a publick Pro- 
teſt againſt their particular Appointments and 
Authority, as their Diſſent is againſt rhe Cere- 
monies of the Church; and that the Cauſe of 
Liberty is equally concern'd in the one Proteſt 
as in the other. The Plea which he has put 
into the Mguths of thoſe, who have lately Con- 
form'd, is ſo Miſrepreſented and Perverted, 
that, I dare anſwer for it, h'ell find none who 
will own it; and the Explication which fol- 
lows it uncharitable with a Witneſs. * “They 
. uſually ſay, that as they cannot continue 
« their Miniſtry amongſt the Diſſenters, with- 
„ out ſubmitting to ſome "Hardſhips and Im- 
I & poſitions, therefore they think it is better to 
do it once forall, where there is ſomeſhow 
V of Authority for requiring it; namely, in the 


wb te 2 
— 7 * 


, — — 2 — — — _ 
- r — . — — — — — — 
. 
— erm gens eee men; — = — : : | 
55 r OED 3 == : w - 
'. * 9 2 TE? . A — — — — 


— 
— 


—— — 


. — IF. 
- EPA "xe — —— 5 — 
. 2 — — —ä— 


F 
CTT 


oy * — —— — 
— * 
* N 


— 
— 2 ro ee 
— . my - - > % 


| | + > 

[8 0 4 Ly W * * 

8 5 

"AR 0 g | 

Ts. | | 

7 by 5 as b ; N GC | 

488 : * * ä 

- as 
* 


[16 } 


“ Eſtabliſhment:“ The plain Eugliſh of which 


is this 3 “ that as in ſome points of Divinity, 


e they are in different ways of thinking, from 


the 28 0 of the common People, they 
* mal either {mother their Thoughts on theſe 
“ Heads, or belye them; or elle it may be 
“ loſe the Favour of their Hearers, and conſe- 
“ quently their Uſefulneſs among them; and 
© therefore they will take a bold Leap once 
“% for all, and belye their Sentiments with a 
“ witneſs, by ſolemnly declaring and ſubſcri- 
© bing as true and Chriſtian Doctrine, what in 


ce their Conſciences they are convinced is not 


& ſo.” It is very poſſible, when they have been 
dinn'd with the Sound of Hardſhips and Im- 
poſitions intolerable in the eſtabliſh'd Church, 
they may have reply'd, and that very proper- 


ly, that they cou'd not continue amongſt the 
Diſſenters without ſubmitting to various Hard- 


ſhips and Impoſitions : But to imagine that 


they gave this Reaſon ſeriouſly, as the true 


Ground of their Conformity, I never can ; at 


leaſt not thoſe of them who are as he deſcribes, 


Mien of Parts and Probity. And indeed ſince 


he aſcribes this Plea to thoſe who have talk'd 


on the {ide of Liberty, (for it is of them he is 
| ſpeaking,) we muſt, I think, conclude that, he 
eſteems none of them to deſerve ſo good a 


Character: But whatever his Thoughts of 
them may be, I hope their own Conduct will 
always prove them ſuch. One part of his 
Miſrepreſentation lies in this, That what they 


tinent Reply to thoſe Diſſenters who objected 
to them the Hardſhips and Impoſitions to be 


ſubmitred to in the Church, he ſpeaks of as 
| > OS " | 2 80 having 
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having been the effectual motive to their Con- 
formity. Whereas a ſmall degree of Charity, 
wou'd have inclin'd him to believe, that had 
they not been firſt cqnvinc'd of the Lawfulneſs 
of ſubmitting: to all the things impos'd, FF 
never wow'd haye done it. 


1 he H and W RIS amongſt the 


| Diſſenters, which he refers.to in this Plea, he 
cou'd not poſſibly ſuppoſe to have been my 


violent Temptation to Conformity; becau 
immediately after he makes it clearly appear, 


that they might have been eaſily evaded. With- 


out ſtraining his] Charity therefore he might 
have hop'd that they had not been hereby pre- 
vail'd on, to act contrary to the Dictates of 


their Conſciences. And indeed it is but a Page 


and a half after this, that he ſays,” © In, my. 


„ mind, after having view'd the Caſe all roun 


ce the Temptation to Conformity is very weak . 
Theſe Impoſitions among the Diſſenters are 


certainly one part of the Caſe (tho? it mult be 


own'd a very inconſiderable part of this Caſe) 
which he affirms he has view'd all round: How 
very little then muſt this Gentleman's Charity 
be, who can perſuade himſelf, that ſo ſmall a 
part of a very weak Temptation, cou'd induce. 
theſe Perſons to belye their Sentiments with a 
witneſs! I very well know that ſeveral of thoſe 
who have conform'd, wereas little uneaſy from 
ſuch Impoſitions as any among the Ae 
Miniſters, now can be. 


75 Pen of 5 Miſrepreſeatation con- 
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Miniſters among the Diſſenters being obliged, 


er ter to do it (i. e. ſubmit to Hardſhips and 
de Impoſitions) once for all, where there is 
* ſome Shew of Authority for requiring it; 
& namely, in the Eſtabliſhment.” It is very 
probable, when talking with Diſſenters upon 
the Subject of Conformity, and urged by them 
with the Impoſitions of theeſtabliſh'd Church, 
they might add to their foregoing Reply, Thar 


8 fince there were Impoſitions among the Diſ- 


ſenters themſelves, they wou'd chuſe rather to 
ſubmit to ſuch as were enforc'd by the Law of 

the Land, than to thoſe which had no better 
Foundation than the Humour of private Per- 
ſons. And certainly chis they might ſay, tho“ 
at the ſame time they were clearly of the Opiz 
nion, that there was nothing ſinful impos'd. 
What they ſaid, no ways implies that the Im- 
poſitions on either (ide, whether in the Church 
of England, or among the Diſſenters, might 
not hwfully be comply'd with. It only im- 
pofts, that of the two they gave the Preference 

to the tormer. „% 


In his Explication of the Plea, he confines Mt 
the Hardſhips and Impoſitions ſpoken of ta 
Matters of Doctrine. Are there then Hard- 
hips of no other kind among the Difſenters? 
Tam apt to think there are; and if there are, 
Why might they not intend them? As to ſub- 
ſcribing the doctrinal Articles of the Church M7 
of Enzland, he very well knows that there was 


tte ſame Shew of Authority requiring them to 


do this, as well if they continu'd among the 
Diſſenters, as if they conform'd; all ordain'd #7 
under very ſevere Pepalties, to ſubſcribe by 1 5 


1 


Act of Toleration. This therefore cannot be 
imply'd in the Hardſhips and Impoſitions res 
ferr'd to by them, even as he himſelf has word- 
ed their Plea; for that moſt evidently ſuppoſes 
the Impoſitions mentioned, to be ſuch as have 
not the Law of the Land, that Shew of Au- 
thority, as he calls it, for their Support. And 
if they meant not Subſcription to the Articles 
on the one ſide, is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe they 
ſmou' d intend it on the other? Is it not far 
more likely that the Hardſhips which they op- 
2 the one to the other; ſhou'd bear ſome 
kind of Analogy ? Thoſe Words which he has 
put into the Mouths of thoſe Gentlemen who 
have lately conform'd, and ſeems to lay a Streſs 
= on, #t is better to do it once for all, cou'd not, 
I am perſuaded, make any part of their Pleas 
at leaſt it's certain cou'd not be underſtood by 
them of ſubſcribing the Articles; for the Mi- 
niſters of the Church of England do that not 
once, bur ſeveral times. As to the Fact, Whe- 
ther theſe Perſons have acted uprightly and ſin- 
= cerely in what they have done, or have impo- 
= ſed on the World, belied their Sentiments, and 
= declared that to be true, which in their Con- 
= ſciences they are convinced is not ſo, I preſume _ 
it's not cognizable by any human Judge, and 
= mult be left to the Searcher of Hearts, and 
Judge of all. For my own part, I make no 
by 4 but they have acted with Integrity; and 
have declar'd and ſubſcribed nothing as true, 
but what they thought to be ſo: And a nu, 
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To Share of Charity, one wou'd think, ſhould lea 
every Man who has not undeniable. Evidence + 
of the contrary, to the ſame favourable Opi- 
nion of them. And till this Author can make 

CRT G Proof 


L 
= Prove chat ch es be is here ſpeaking of, 
have not only pleaded for themſelves in the 
manner he has repreſented them, but have al- 
ſo given the ſame Explication of their Plea as 
he has done; all which he, in this place, ſays, 
muſt paſs for railing Accuſation. If the Dit- 
ſenters, like this Writer, make their own Par- 
ty a Priſon, abridge Men of the Liberty of be- 
ing better inform'd, changing their Sentiments, 
and leaving them when they ſee Reaſon ſo to 
do; if they are angry with, and paſs ſuch hea- 
vy and fevere Cenſures on thoſe who conform 
(for fuch faſh judging can proceed: only from 
Envy or Reſentment) it's moſt certain, that in- 
ſtead of being Friends and Defenders, they are 
in truth the Enemies and Betrayers of Liberty. 
I well know, a great part of the Diſſenters have 
more generous Principle, think the worſe of 
no Man for ſuch an Alteration of his Opinion, 
and are confiſtent Aſſertors of Liberty both 
civil and eccleſiaſtical. Such, as I hitherto 


have, ſo I always ſhall continue highly to e- 
fteem and honour. 


S N PCS COND - 
ABS An 8 TWG : 
2 z TS ? 


T0 


Be | 
OY g 
» A * 
= 
"8 
3 
1 x] 4 
Ws 
ay. l 
* 250 
"£7 
ES 
2 
5 
3 Y 
— 
3 
5 3 
"RN 
To 2 - 
= 
* iN 
"> 
9 Y 
5 
** 9 
3 
5 
3 


At the beginning of his Peper, the Au- 

thor complains heavily of a notorious Humour 

: there has been of late Years, amongſt ſome of 

the Diſſenting Miniſters, of conforming to the 

Eſtabliſhment, which ſeems to have caught and 

2H run as other Humours amongſt Men do. And 
| ©  _. tells us in another place, that for the ſake of in 
=_ - contributing a little towards the ſtopping this 
Humour, he made his Reflexions upon the lit: 
* .tle Reaſon there 1 is for e the Miniſtry 
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among the Diſſenters, and exerciſing it in the | 
things entirely foreign, he deſcribes it as na- 


ſtrong as if he had received the Infection from 
them. If this be his Caſe, I heartily wiſh him 


cc 
6 


lone one wou'd think ſhou'd have given him 
bim Satisfaction, that it was not any ſiniſter 


their own Minds, from the Reaſon of the Cale, 


= - thing every way right and fitting for them to 
 __ do, and therefore comply'd. His belief of rhe - 


a} 


Church. The Diſtemper of a neighbouring 
Country, ſeems to run ſo much in this Gentle- 
man's Mind, that even when he is talking of 


turally as tho” he felt ir. I am afraid he has 
been too familiar with certain Strolers he 
mentions : > His Averſion to them, is full as 


well rid of it. The Reflections he has made, 
on which I intend. a few Remarks, are uſher'd 
in with a wondrous Preface. © © And yer, tho“ 
e the number. of ſuch as have conformed, be 
« fo {mall as Fifty, I muſt frankly acknow- 
„ ledge, I cannot help admiring that it has 
been fo great; for in my mind, after having 
& view'd the Caſe all round, the Temptation 
to Conformity is very weak; and a Man 
muſt have a pretty ſtrong Biaſs that way, 
before he can find out any ſufficient Reaſon 
&« to juſtify it to himſelf.” Since the Tempta- 
tion to Conformity is ſo very weak, this a- 


_ 


View, any worldly Motive, any low, mean 
and bafe End, that prevail'd with theſe Gentle- 
men to conform; but merely the Conviction of 


as it appear'd ro them, that they ſaw it was a 


— 


great Weakneſs of the Temptation, was nota ©  --| 
flight or haſty matter, a raſh, inconſiderate, and, 


P. 31, apud fin. P. ro. a 
"Þ | ungrounded 


. 
ungrounded Perſwaſion wrought in him by Sur- 
prize; no, it was what he was convinc'd of, 
after long and mature Deliberation, after he 

had well pois'd all Circumſtances, and given 
every thing its due Weight; in ſhort, after he 
had viewed the Caſe all round. This Refle- 
ction, any reaſonable Man wou'd be ready to 
think, ſhou'd have cool'd his Reſentment, en- 


Auarged his Charity, and prevented thoſe many 


harſh and ſevere Sayings, which he has ſcatter'd 
thro* his] Book. But alas! So far is it from 
having any ſuch Effect, that while this is freſh 
in his Memory, while it is yet warm in his 
Thoughts, in the very | ſame Breath, in the 
very ſame Sentence, by adding Words of an un- 
known Signification, like Fawkes the Jugler, 


5 he deprives theſe Perſons of all the Benefit they 
might expect from it. The Temptation it's 


— — — — —y—ñ— 4 


true is very weak, but they have a ſtrong biaſs 
that way, without which they cou'd not ſee rea- 
ſon ſufficient to juſtify their Conformity to them- 
ebves. I was a long time puzzling myſelf what 
this ſame Bia/s ſhould be, which is diſtinct from 
every Temptation, and from the Reaſon of the 
thing. Intereſt, Reſentment, Pique, Raſh- 
neſs, with his c. at the end, Diſguſt and Pet, 
with whatever elſe of the like kind he may 
have nam'd as Motives to Conformity; theſe 
ſurely, thinks I, muſt come here under the No- 
tion of Temptation, becauſe he ſays that after 
he has view'd the Caſe all round, ſtill in his 
- Mind the Temptation is very w 


Now its 


evident from his having mention'd thoſe ſeverat 
things, they are part of the Caſe, as he him- 
ſelf hag view'd it. Nor cou'd I make out to 
my ſelf, how any of theſe things, if diſtin- 

; Re guifty'd 


guiſh'd from Temptations to Conformity, cou'd 

be a Biaſs to Conformity. The Reaſonable- 
neſs of complying with the Eſtabliſhment, ir 
cannot be; becauſe a Man muſt firſt have this 


» ſtrong Biaſs, before he can find out any ſuffi- 


cient Reaſon to juſtify it to himſelf. I had once 
_ almoſt concluded that it was the Itch of the 
Mind, that running and catching Humour, which 
he ſo gravely talks of at the beginning of this 
elaborate Piece; but after I had read and con- 
fider'd his elegant Proæmium once more, I 
found it was aſſerted by halves only, and not 
with Force enough to make a ſirong Biaſ of it. 
He ſays, ** he wou'd not be underſtood to inſi- 
te nuate that theſe Gentlemen have acted from 
te Whim, and without ſome Reaſon:“ And the 
furtheſt Length he goes, is to pronounce, That. 
$ as there are certain Humours of acting, which 
& ar certain Times, prevail, as People follow 
& Faſhions; ſo there may be ſomething of 
“ this Inclination to do as others have done be- 
5 fore them, in the preſent Caſe.” This ſome 
thing of an Inclination, I thought, wou'd not 
amount to a pretty ſtrong Biaſs, eſpecially when 
he ſeems {0 dab immediately before, that they 
acted from Whim, and without Reaſon. The 
word pretty, it muſt be own'd, leſſens the Force 
of the word frong, pretty much; bur as it was 
perfectly a Secret to me, how much, I was 
afraid to truſt it upon that bottom; and the 
more ſo, becauſe he is upon the Reſerve, and 
does not ſpeak out plainly, whether this Hu- 


mour of Conforming be an Inclination in whole 


er in part, but only that it may be/omething of 


F, 3. 
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ta} 

an Ib nation. After this I was almoſt tempt- 
ed to believe, that the Author might be in the 
Antinomian Scheme, and imagine they are 
puſh'd on by a fatal Neceſſity. If not, I con- 
cluded it muſt be a cant Word to caſt a Miſt 
before the Eyes of the Reader, and make him 
believe he. fees what he do's not. Shou'd none 
of theſe things hit off the Caſe, whenever he 
thinks proper to ſet me right, I * acknow- 
Kr the Fayour. | | | 


The Sentence which bo this will, Tat 
perſwaded, be unanimouſly adopted by thoſe 
who have conform'd with the Change only of 
a very few. Words. ? % The Merits of the 
« Cauſe debared between the Church and Diſ- 
ce ſenters, are the ſame they have been for many 
« Years. laſt paſt ; and 1 think it is a clear 
& Caſe, chat the Advanta 550 of the Arguments 
3 mightily on our ſide, both in the Caſe 
ce of Miniſterial and Lay-Conformity ; for tho” 
ce there are Inconveniences and Defe&s in our 
« Scheme, and no Scheme in this World will 
« eyer be perfectly clear of them, yet certainly 
cc we. have much fewer than the Diſſenters, 
4 and there are ſeveral Advantages i in our LAS, 
« which theirs has not,” 715 | | 


The X's Poa have been 0 many, . 
weng 6 by Perſons of ſo great Parts and Lear- 
ning on both Sides, that we may very well reſt 
ſatisfied with them, and aſſure, our ſelves there's 


little new can be faid on the Subject. And a 


very improper time wou'd this be to renew che 


41 P. 10% 5 by 
: : | Diſpute, 


1 25 7 


3 Diſpute, when all Hands may be ſo much more 


2 


— 


— 


profitably engag'd againſt the common Adver- 
Erie of Chritttanity. As this Author has wrote 


but little, I ſhall write ſtill leſs on thoſe things 
-which are controverted between the Church of 
England and the Diſſenters. He ſpends ſome- 
thing more than two Pages on this Subject; 
and the Sum of what he ſays is this: That 


the Diſſenters have the Advantage over the 


Church of England, in that among them the 
People have the Choice of their own Miniſters ; 
a Power of preventing a Miniſter's being too 
independent on them; of conſulting and deter- 
mining concerning the beſt Meaſures for the 


Good of the Society; and of judging concer- 
ng the proper Subjects of their Communion. 
And theſe things alone, he ſays, are worth 
Diſſenting for. I cannot be of his mind. 
Were all the four things mention'd real Ad- 
vantages, they are not of that Conſequence to 
be worth Diſſenting for; but ſo far is it from 


being true that they are all Advantages, that 


two of the four are ſome of the greateſt Incon- 


veniences and Defects which the Diſſenting 
Cauſe labours under: I mean the popular 
Choice, and great Dependance oſ their Mini- 
ſters; both which have ſo many ill Effects, 
that, were I ask'd my Opinion concerning the 
Decay of the Diſſenting Intereſt, I ſhou'd num- 
ber theſe among its principal Cauſes: and 
without any Pretence to Prophecy, I ſhalt 

venture to Affirm, that, if nor remedied, they 
mult at length entirely fink it. So ſenſible of 
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cott have been all the reformed Churches, that I 
know not any, except our Diſſenters, and thoſe 
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the unhappy and dangerous Conſequenceshere- 


which have ſprung from them, that have left 


the Choice of the Miniſter in the Body of the 
People, or that ſuffer him to be dependant on 


them for his Maintenance. At the Cloſe of 


this Subject, our Auther adds * From what 
“ has been ſaid it will appear, that there can- 
„ not be much faid from the Merits of the 
„ Cauſe to lead Men to Conformity, who are 
t educated otherwiſe.” Slender, ſurely are 


the Premiſes, by far too ſlender to ſupport ſuch 


a Concluſion, 


How little has he enter'd into the Merits 


of the Cauſe to make this appear? The 
whole Amount of what he has ſaid, is no 


more than this, That the Diſſenters have the | 


four above-mention'd Advantages over the 
Church of Ergland. Two of which, ſhould 
they be allow'd him, appear not to me of any 


great Moment, at leaſt as they are manag'd 


among the Diſſenters. And the other two are 


in truth very great Inconveniences, a Load 
which they'll not be able to bear up under. 


Are ſuch Things as theſe ſufficient to ſhew, 
. that there cannot be much ſaid from the Me- 
. Tits of the Cauſe to lead Men to Conformity? 


Of what mean Underſtanding muſt he take his 


Readers to be, if he thinks they'll be ſo eaſily 
convinc'd? I am apt to believe they muſt ſee 


other kind of Arguments, before they'll allow 


dhe Juſtneſs of his Concluſion. He aſſerts in- 
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feed, that in the Controverſy between the 
Church of England and the Diſſenters, the Ad- 
vantage of the Arguments hes mighrily on the 
ſide of the latter, and refers to a certain Book 
with regard to the Caſe of Impoſitions, Sub- 
ſcriptions, Ceremonies, and Modes of Wor- 
ſhip; the Author of which, as he hints in a- 
nother Place, is himſelf a Confutation of his 
own Remarks, having been afterwards convins 
_ ced of the Fallacy of thoſe Arguments he had 
made uſe of, and comply'd with the Things he 
wrote againſt. Aſſertions without Proof are; 
I hope, no proper Support of this Concluſion; 
and the Authority of a Perſon who has ſcen 
and recanted his Error, can be of no Weight; 

moſt certainly not in thoſe Things wherein he 
acknowledges himſelf miſtaxen. What muſt 
we fay then to that ſevere Cenſure which fol- 
lows? How ſmall is the Foundatioti on which 
it reſts? Indeed, How entirely deſtitute is it of 
all Foundation? © Ir can hatdly be that they 
© can do it from a Senſe that it is their Duty 
4 fo to do; only they can make a ſhift to make 
4 it eaſy to themſelves,” 1 am ſure, if they 
have not done it from a Senſe of their Duty, a 
hard ſhift ir muſt be to make it eaſy to them - 
felves. But, in the naine of all that's good, 
What has he ſaid to ſhew that they cou d not 
do it from a Senſe that it is their Duty ſo to 
do? Has he demonſtrated that the Terms of 
Conformity are ſinful? Has he proved that 
theſe Perſons were convinc'd of their Sinful- 


neſs at the time they conform'd? If he has not 
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done this latter: as well as the former, be haz 
done nothing. For if they believed that there 
was nothing ſinful impos'd, a Proſpect of Uſe- 
fulneſs might eaſily. perſuade them that it was 
their Duty to comply. Has he ſo much as at- 
tempted to prove either of theſe Things? Has 
he not miſerably. fail'd in what he did attempt, 
which was to ſhew the Preferableneſs of Non- 
conformity ? However, ſuppoſe he had ſuc- 
ceeded 3. Let us for once take it for granted, 
that bis Triumph is juſt, that he. has accom- 
pliſh'd the mighty Feats he boaſts of, has-been 
much too hard for the Church of England, and 
abundantly ſhewn the Preferableneſs of Non- 
conformity. Let us admit his Concluſion, 
that it appears there cannot be much ſaid from 
the Merits of the Cauſe, to lead Men to Confor- 
mity. What then? Will it follow from thence, 
It can hardly be that they can do it from a Senſe 
that it is their Duty ſo to do? Muſt what ap- 
ars to him, and a few others, neceſſarily ap- 
pear to all? Have all Perſons the ſame bright 
Genius with himſelf, and ſee theſe Things as 
clearly as he does? Is there no room to be-mif- 
led? Is it impoſſible the Arguments on the 
other ſide of the Queſtion ſhould make an Im- 
preſſion on weak Minds, and perſuade them 
That it's their Duty to conform when it is not 
ſo? Or that the Wiſeſt may be over- ſeen, and 
form a Weng, Jadgment. Ne ert he can 
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the Nonconformiſts, and after the Reſtoration, comply'd © 
with the Eſtabliſſ'd Church, when the Terms of Confor- 
mity were much N than they are now. 


ſhew 


J 29 1 


ſhew that this was impoſſible, or was not the 
Fact, even tho? all he {aid before were true, it's 
evident the Sentence he here paſſes is a ground- 
leſs Cenfure. Dr oe ld Worries Oe 


The next Paragraph, one wou'd think, 
ſhou'd reflect Honour on the Gentlemen who 
have lately conform'd 3 the Deſign of it being 
to prove, that there cannot be @ great deal ex- 


 pebted in the way of Intereſt from Conformity. 


This he labours for a whole Page; as much as 
if his Intention had been to have clear'd them 


entirely of all ſordid Views in what they have 


done; notwithſtanding even here he betray 
his cenſorious Temper, and adds, * Let 7 fear, 


whether in ſome Caſes this is not the firſ Mover 


in this Change. Such is the Habit of Uncha- 
ritableneſs in this Author, that he can't for- 
bear his ill- natur'd Reflections, even where his 
Subject leads him directly to the very contrary 
Concluſion. Surely either his Fear is vain, or 


his Labour loſt. If his account of Patrons and 


their Inclinations be true, thoſe who have con- 
form'd muſt have been acquainted with it as 
well as our Author, becauſe it concern'd them 


ſomething more to get Information; and the 


-Enquiry-was not very difficult. If they knew 
the Fact was as he has repreſented it, it's evi- 
dent Intereſt cou'd not be a Motive to their 
Conformity. And if the Fact be otherwiſe, to 
what Purpoſe are the Pains he has taken in this 
part of his Work? His profeſſed Intention here 


is to ſtraiten thoſe diſſenting Miniſters who © 
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are 


ate warping towards Conformity; to prevefſt 
tthbeir complying with the Eſtabliſhment, by 
making it clear to them that they have no- 
thing of temporal Intereſt to expect in it; bur 
from. his manner of Expreſſion, one might be 
_ Almoſt tempted to think, that he was forry to 
| And it fo, and cou'd wiſh it were otherwiſe. 
b If we may judge, ſays he, by the Succeſs of 
ce the greateſt part of them that have tried 
< this way, it will be pretty plain that Ve 
c ought not to carry Our Expectations very 
& high And indeed, in F , Things have 
« ſometimes been ſo managed, as to ſhew they 
(i. e. I ſuppoſe Eccleſiaſtical Patrons) have 
“ not been over ſollicitous to drawn vs this 
% way, unleſs fine Promiſes and delayed Per- 
e formances have any great Influence.“ This 
looks like complaining that the Price bidden is 
inſufficient or ill paid; and that were the Bait 
more attractive, he and his Friends ſhou'd not 
ſtick to ſwallow it. I will not allow myſelf to 
ay, or think, that this is our Author's Mean- 
ing ; tho' I am perſuaded ſuch a Conſtruction 
is full out as charitable as the Fear he here ex- 
preſſes concerning thoſe who have lately con- 
form'd. There are ſome fine Pieces of Rea- | 
ſoning in this Paragraph. In order to prove 
that thoſe who have lately conform'd, can 
have no-Expectatiow of Preferment from Bi- 
mſhops, or Deans,” 
&« Ecclefiaſticks will aſſuredly be ſo faithful to 


and Chapters, he fays, © 


5 «the s Intereſts of their own Body, as to be- 
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„ ſtow their Favour n 1 | 
it.“ Which Reaſoningevidently implies, that 


7 


by being faithful, I am 
my humble Opinion, I ſhau'd think that Ec- 
cleſiaſticks are then moſt faithful to the Inte- 
_ reſts of their own Body, when they beſtow 
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thoſe who from among the Diſſenters have ta- 


ken Orders in the Church of England, are not 
Members of the Eccleſiaſtical Body, i. e. are 


not Clergymen; 3. e. have not taken Orders in 
the Church of Exgland. What he means by 


Members of the Eccleſiaſtical Body, as diſtin 


guiſh'd from Cle emen; and what he means 
am at a loſs to know. In 


their Favour on thoſe Members who are moſt 
deſerving it, whether originally educated in the 


Church of England, or making a deliberate 
Choice of that Church when they come to 
| Years of Maturity. A little after he adds, 
The beſt Preferments certainly will be pre- 
& ſerved for other Hands (i. e. than thoſe who 
have left the Diſſenters) for many Reaſons, 
© which a common Underſtanding will readi- 


“ly ſuggeſt.” I muſt frankly acknowledge ſo 
uncemmon an Underſtanding is mine, that it 
ſuggeſts to me no one Reaſon why they ſhou'd 


be excluded, if they deſerve as well as others. 


Are they Engliſhmen? Why ſhou'd they nor 
enjoy the ſame Rights with other Englifamen? 
Are they Clergymen? Why ſhou'd they be 
debarr'd any Advantages which are allow'd to 
other Clergymen? Is it becauſe their Confor- 


mity is Matter of Choice and not of Chance? 
1s it becauſe rhey have 


other, and better Rea- 
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on the Members of 
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Tong for complying with the Eſtabliſhment, 


than the mere Force of Education? Haye ſtu- 
died the Controverſy, acted from Conviction, 
and are the more likely to ſupport and defend 


the Cauſe they have eſpous'd? Ir th os hy aka 


his Reaſons; however they muſt ſuffice till ke 


» 


is pleaſed: to communicate others. In more 
than one part of his Work, he has ſevere Re- 


flections on the Clergy*; moſt of which might 
eaſily be retorted, were it worth the while; 
but as it is foreign to my preſent Purpoſe, I ſhall 
take no further notice of them; only obſerve 


how little Conſequence there is in his Reaſon- 


= ing of this ſort, 1n the Paragraph which lies 
now before us. If Advowſons, ſays he, con- 


c tinue to be engrols'd by the Clergy, it ſeems 


© to me to have ſo dangerous a Tendency to 


e advancing that Power and Independency of 


„the Clergy which ſome are ſo eager for, 


“„ that it well deſerves to be taken in Conſide- 
“ ration, whether a Law to put ſome Bounds © 


e to this engroſſing of Livings, may not be 
< as neceſſary now to the Security of the State, 


« as the Statute of Mortmain formerly.” I am 


apt to think it will puzzle him greatly to ſhew 


(_ 


that /fuch Incumbents as have been collated or 
preſented by Eccleſiaſticks, are leſs dependent 
on the State, than ſuch as have been preſented 


by Lay Patrons ; or that a Clergymen after he 


is inducted, has more Dependance on an Ec- 
cleſiaſtick than on a Lay Patron. And till he 
can prove that the Crown, the Nobility, and 
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other Perſons poſſeſs d of Adyow ſons, will be. 


br 


=. - 
prevailed with to make a Sale of them, till he 
Lean ſhew that the Clergy have unluckily found 
ſome Peruvian Mine to enable them for the ä 
Purchaſe, he may reſt eaſy with regard to 
their engroſſing them. Cou'd he indeed have 
made out, that that 8 are ſtriking at the a 
King's Supremacy, and decline the Authority 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, there might have been 
room for Apprehenſion: But to imagine that 
a few Advowſons bought out of private Hands 
by the Colleges, can place the Clergy inde- 
pendent on the State, is a wild Thought; and 
to be frighted with the Ravings of a few, 
when it's well known the Body of the Cler- 
gy are in quite different Sentiments; when I 
doubt not but he himſelf will acknowledge, 
that there has not been a Set of better and 
more moderate Men in the Church ſince the 
time of the Reformation, is giving way to 
needleſs Terrors. It is indeed faſhionable at 
this time to cry out againſt the Clergy, tho? 
there never was leſs Reaſon for it; and it's ſuf- 
ficiently obvious to every Man who has his = 
Eyes in his Head, with what View the Cry is 1k 
raiſed. Poſſibly this Gentleman P. be of the .- 
Opinion of thoſe who are againſt al! Eſtabliſh- q 
ments of Religion; who think no one Sect of = 
the Chriſtian Religion ought to receive more 9 
Countenance from the Government than anos if 
ther; and that Chriſtian Religion itſelf ought 1 
' to be as little encourag'd by the Magiſtrate, = 
as either Pagan or Mahometan. © Should this . 
cever be the Caſe in our Iſland, it's not difficult 
to foretel the Iſſue. He muſt be a great Stran- 
ger to Mankind, who does not fee, chat far 
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and ſevere Cenſures on tho 


2s well as the proud domineering Spirit, 
deſtroys the Peace of the Ch 


more are ENT by 3 Exam ole, 


and outward Shew, than by the Reaſon off . 
. Caſe, That Party therefore which ſhould be 
moſt. induſtrious in making Proſelytes, and 


have the greater Splendor, Pomp, and Appea- 


rance to draw them, wou'd ſoon compals a 
large Majority, and the Event muſt. be a 
Return to Popery; which God * his Gn 


mite Mercy avert. 


| 10 the next Paragraph, this Author ſeems to 
have forgot the Limit he preſcrib'd himſelf *, 
which was to go back no further than the 


| Acceſſion of his late Majeſty. Either I have 


been a great Stranger to. the World, or there 


have been very few ſuch lamentable Qurcries 
about the Peace of the Church, as he here © 
_ deſcribes ſince that Period. And i never heard 
of one Perſon within that ſpace of time, who 


profeſs'd he left the Diſſenters upon this Ac- 
count. As to the thing itſelf, it's moſt certain 


there always has been, and will be variety.of 


Sentiments in the Chriſtian Church; and that 


the only way to preſerve Peace, is by follow- 
ing St. Paul's Rule, that neither Party cen- 


ſure, or deſpiſe the other, upon the account of 

their different Opinions. And had not our 

Author broke this Rule, by paſſing very harſh 

who differ from 

him, he had ſav'd my Reader and me the pre- 

ſent Trouble. It is the judging, cenſorious, 

f BIch. 

urch; and Vu” 
often they meet in the ſame n, 5 
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r Pirigripte* den follows this mf, 
| I think, be wholly paſſed by, ſince he does 
not pretend that the Reaſon mention'd therein, 
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was ever alledg'd by any one, as the Motive to 


his Conforming. To ſay that the preſent Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of England is perfect, 


wou'd be to contradict her ſelf. To think it 


unalterable by Parliament, is a great miſtake 


but to judge what is fitting to be done, and 


when it's ſeaſonable to attempt it; theſe Per- 


ſons, I am perſwaded, moſt willingly leave to 


thoſe whoſe proper Buſineſs it is. 


Ĩ be next Paragraph is fill'd with Conſadera- 
Tions of ſmall Moment indeed. * It theſe Gen- 


ce tlemen ſucceed, and are taken notice of in 


& the Church, the Conſequence will be, and 
« in Fact is, that many of her ative Sons. 


„ will hate them, and/envy them, as {ſtanding 


“% Chagrin,” 


with that of the two old Women, who re- 


ce in their Places, and eating their Bread. This 
ce will give a 3 Mind ſome inward 


this Fact, poſſibly he might produce two or 


three Clergymen of no great Conſideration, 


who may have uſed ſome ſuch unwary and in- 


conſiderate Expreſſion, as, that rheſe Gentle- 


men ſtand in their Places, and eat their Bread; 
whoſe Conſciences 1 at the ſame time, 


ſmote them for the unreaſonableneſs of what 
they ſaid, and the Envy whence it flow'd. 
The Complaint 4s) much of the fame: ſtrain, 
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| bes their dear Friends, eſpecially if they can 
throw out, a virulent Reflection now and 
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e Ales af me Frith, ag were bende 
ſay one to the other in the late King's time 

Theſe are hard Times indeed; Ay, God knows, 
theſe are hard times, all OUR Money goes 


over to Hanover. Were the Places ſpoken 


of, the Property of thoſe who made the Com- 
plaint? Or ſuppoſe the Gentlemen who now 
Poſſeſs them, Had never conform'd, were the 


Complainants ſecure of having been preſented 


to them? If either Law or Reaſon confine 
the Preſentation of Benefices to thoſe who 
_ were born in the Church of Englanu, (for thoſe 


I ſuppoſe he means by her native Sons) no 


doubt theſe Perſons, if of that number, juſtly 
complain. But on the other hand, if there's 
no good Reaſon to exclude ſuch as having been 


born of Diſſenting Parents, are deſirous, when 


they come to Years of Maturity, and capable of 
underſtanding the Controverſy, and determining 
for themſelves, to comply with the Eftabliſh- 


tnent, where is the Wrong done, and whatthe 


' leaſt 2 is there for Complaint? And if 


unrealonable Complaints proceeding from 


Envy, muſt give a Man inward Chagrin, a 


Perſon. in any conſiderable Station, can ex- 
pect but little Eaſe in this World. Our Au- 
thor proceeds Again, a great deal as to their 


ad Acceptance with their new Friends, - will 
& depend upon what they ſee to be their Car- 


© riage towards their old ones. If they. ne⸗ 


« gle& us, and break off all free friendly inter- 
_ * courſe with us, then the Party they are 


then 


t then upon the Diſſenters; but then if they 1 
. 7 have any Gratitude or Generoſity in their ” 
+ * <E Tempers, they muſt abhor themſelves: in- 2 = 
„ wardly for doing ſo. But if they continue ll 

ce 


to ſpeak handſomely and honourably of us; 1 
if they are willing to live with us, and carry 4 
« toward us in a friendly Chriſtian Manner; 

they will be look'd upon ſhyly, and with 

© coldneſs, and deemed falſe Brethren, by a 
great many. Ina word, it is at beſt but an 

awkward uneaſy Situation they are got into, 

and much good may it do them.” 


( 
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The Fact, I take it, is juſt the Contrary 

I mean in general, for I will not pretend to 
anſwer for all the Particulars. No Man of 
Generoſity and Goodneſs, will eſteem theſe ot 
any Perſons the better, either for their ill Man- 
ners or ill Nature. And Men of Senſe do, 
and will value them the more, for giving all 
due Praiſe to thoſe they have left, for ſpeating 
band/omely and honourably of them, and carry- 
ing it towards them in a friendly Chriſtan Man- 
ner; and will thence juſtly conclude, that it 
was not Pique or Reinen edt drove them a+ 
way from the Diſſenters, but the Conviction 
of their own Judgments led them to conform. 

As to the Situation they are got into, they are 
very well pleas'd with it, and not the lefs ſo, 
that this Gentleman after all the hard Cenſuresꝰ 
he has paſs d upon them, profeſſes not to envy 
them in it. _ „ 
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I have now conſider d all the Reflections he 
has made to ſtop the Humour of 8 
5 ne 


* 


4 * 


7 


. med . b Miata who ind, 
” he fays' warpitig that way, happen to rea 


alf I have further to ſay to them is, > that 


1 well ſtudied their Bible, they would % 
make een Maſters of what og: been 
written by the Fathers, during the three firſt 
Centurjes; and then, having fully examin'd 
the Controverſy between the Church of Eng- £ 
land and the Diſſenters, determine and act as 


"= ſee Reaſon. God forbid they ſhou'd con- 


form, if their Conſciences are againſt it. And 


on the other hand, God forbid they ſhou'd be 


tempted: 40 ſtay. with the Diſſenters againſt 


their own Judgment, from any unreaſonable 


Apprehenſions this Author may have thrown 


iu their way. If they'll take my Opinion, 


there's nothing aid by him need deter them; 
they may be ſure of a kind Reception, and all 


fitting encouragement from Men of Senſe and 
er in che nene 85 


I am not ane to PAT che 1 dure 


dropp'd any word in this Writing, which may 


juſtly offend the Diſſenters; if I have, I revoke 
it as wholly undeſign'd. I hall always retain 
a great and tender Regard for the whole Body 
of Proteſtant Hiſſenters, and earneſtly deſire 

that the Act of Foleration may for ever con- 


tinue in its full Force. Nor ſhou'd I have 
prevail'd with myſelf. to have ſaid what I have 
ne, had I not thought it: neceſſary to the 


and condemn'd by this Author. Had the ſe- 
veral harſh-and ſevere Refle&ions he has made 
been Falled over in Silence, it jg have 
. booked 


- 


efenceof thoſe who are moſt un uſtly arraign'd ; 


S 


1 
» 


*quieſced in What he has ſaid, and been con- 
rued as owning the Guilt wherewith- they are 


babe thought, who were ſo kind to give them 
Holy Orders? In. juſtice therefore to their 
Lordſhips, to ſhew that they were not impos d 
on, and drawn into an Opinion of them which 
they did not deſerve, as well as in Vindication 
of the Gentlemen themſelves, 1 cou'd not ſuf- 
fer this Book to 2a Vichaue Contradiction. 
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